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that had led him into thinking that Carlotta had any feeling
for him.1

Although King Ludwig did not feel at all well, he never gave
himself any rest; he returned home tired out and had to go to bed
again for some time, and was unsettled and restless. Empress
Karoline Auguste heard of all this; even though, oddly enough, she
was not drawn into the secret, she was informed that something
was not quite in order with Ludwig. 'My dear little brother, spare
yourself a little/ the kindly woman wrote from Vienna.2 It is
not possible to do the same at seventy-five as at fifty, although
you do more than thousands of others of the same age/

The latent irritation, resulting from the separation from the girl
he loved, often manifested itself in bitter remarks made impar-
tially to all around him. From his earliest youth Ludwig had never
minced matters; his principle was always to be unkind rather than
false. Now he often told people the most unbelievable things to
their face; as, for instance, when several young ladies were
introduced to him, he asked one of them if her grandmother,
Princess M., then aged eighty-three, still had a lover.3

In former days the King's deficiencies and remarks had always
been redeemed and excused by his cheerful and kindly manner, but
now biting sarcasm was very evident. This was due to the inward
unrest which had its origin in the King's growing recognition of
the fact that Carlotta had escaped him: Ludwig had to realize
that in spite of everything he did or said, in spite of his high
position, he was no longer capable of winning the love of a woman.
A year had passed since he had seen Carlotta. 'A year in which I
have not exchanged a word with her of whom I always think.
Carlotta is my last love/4 Ludwig never stopped hoping and
dreaming that the girl would change her mind. How delightful!
But, alas, it was only a dream.

The King decided to go to Darmstadt again. He was in better
health, but Mathilde was ill. What more natural than that a father
should visit his sick daughter? 'In any case, I must see Carlotta
again, and after sixteen months' separation a friend has much to
say to a friend alone/ The Grand Duchess replied: 'I am so pleased,
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